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CHAPTER WRAP-UP
Certainly, the majority of lawyers practice law within the guidelines of professional 

ethics and adhere to codes of conduct. Studies of occupational crime under the umbrella 
of white-collar crime, for example, have focused on lawyers who engage in criminal 
conduct.

White-collar crime scholar David Friedrichs notes the “blind zeal to win cases” can result 
in violations of the law. Critics argue and some research shows the practice of law is particu-
larly prone to misconduct involving, for example,

•• overbilling;

•• bribing judges, public officials, and witnesses;

•• theft from clients;

•• ethical violations; and

•• aiding and abetting in criminal enterprises.

Prosecutors and defense attorneys play an important role in the criminal justice system, 
and their contributions, despite somewhat negative stereotypes associated with their profes-
sion, are instrumental in seeking the truth and obtaining justice. The structure of the court 
system ensures checks and balances on the behavior of lawyers, who are held to high stan-
dards, especially prosecutors. Additionally, the ABA and state and local bar associations pro-
vide resources and require continuing legal education for maintaining licensure for attorneys 
(see Figure 8.4). The ABA, established in 1878, is one of the largest voluntary professional 
organizations in the world, touting almost 400,000 members.32
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Figure 8.4  n  Employment Among Law School Graduates

Source: American Bar Association, Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar. (n.d.). 2015 law graduate 
employment data. Retrieved from http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/legal_education_and_
admissions_to_the_bar/reports/2015_law_graduate_employment_data.authcheckdam.pdf.


